
 

In April 2006 under the leadership of Kairos Church Planting and feeling called by Jesus, Lori and I resigned from my 

preaching position at the Metro Church of Christ in Portland, OR. Having worked with elders and staff to lead a healthy 

church for 8 years and teaching at college and seminary we understood that God had gifted us to lead a handful of people 

to launch a new church that would reach people on the margins of society in downtown Portland.  

The Agape Church of Christ publically launched on Easter 2007 and has quickly grown to over one hundred people. We 

have trained many men and women in ministry and internships at Agape as well as other churches. Agape also has become 

a powerful resource for the Portland community and partners with local and county agencies working with abuse, 

homelessness, law enforcement, and prostitution/trafficking. Agape staff and volunteers continue to serve in positions of 

leadership in our city and have strong influence in this community.  

Our goal at Agape is to plant new churches both inside and outside of Portland. We are actively seeking to mentor couples 

who feel called to ministry and send them out to plant another congregation that will practice “incarnational ministry,” 

and train and develop others to lead in their communities. Couples will both need to have a firm calling to ministry and 

church planting, raise their own financial support, and the willingness to physically, emotionally, and spiritually work hard 

to identify and enhance their gifts through the Spirit. They will also be expected to take direction and mentoring from us, 

other Agape leaders, and Kairos. We also consider this a partnership with congregations supporting the couple. 1-2 

Timothy and Titus are books written by the Apostle Paul and indicate that the early Christians placed a tremendous 

emphasis on discipling other leaders for the Christian mission. We feel that the church provides an excellent opportunity 

where this can occur. 

Couples will work with Kairos Church Planting’s Emerging Leadership program and Agape to identify, develop, and 

expand their skills, gifts, and calling for ministry. They will also work with Agape staff, attend trainings, and be expected 

to complete studies and tasks assigned while on this internship.  

How can you help? Do you know couples who show a passion and calling for ministry with and among people? Are you 

willing to support those who would thrive in a structured ministry that specifically trains them to do hands on ministry? 

Would you be willing to talk further concerning this mentoring ministry and preparing others to incarnational ministry? 

Please feel free to contact us and let us know how we can work together to further expand the kingdom of Jesus and reach 

new people in our communities. 

Sincerely, 

 

Ron Clark      rclark@agapecoc.com  

Agape Church of Christ   503-313-5329    www.agapecoc.com  
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